Shortening of bleeding time by 1-deamino-8-D-arginine vasopressin in various bleeding disorders.
To evaluate the effect of 1-deamino-8-D-arginine vasopressin (DDAVP) in various bleeding disorders, 10 micrograms/m2 DDAVP was administered to subjects with von Willebrand disease (13), platelet function defects (12), von Willebrand disease and platelet defects together (8), or isolated prolongation of the bleeding time (5). DDAVP shortened the bleeding time similarly in all patient groups. Shortening of the bleeding time was also observed in 2 patients with aspirin-induced platelet defects and in 2 normal subjects. DDAVP administration was associated with falls in the platelet count, mean platelet volume, and partial thromboplastin time, and rises in platelet adhesion, factor VIII coagulant activity, factor VIII related antigen, and von Willebrand factor activity. The basal bleeding time was the only predictor of the magnitude of the bleeding-time correction. Normal haemostatis was achieved with DDAVP plus epsilon-aminocaproic acid and no blood product support during operations in 18 patients with bleeding disorders.